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AMENDMENTS TO THE SOLICITATION

1. The attachment entitled "QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - AMENDMENT #1" has been
added. The text is as follows:

Following are answers to technical questions received:

1. Question: Section E.2: Where can we download the two QA documents (QA/R-2
and QA/R-5) listed in the middle of p. E-27?

Answer: www.epa.gov/qualitylga docs.html

2. Question: Page M-2, Technical Approach, part c¢) says "Demonstrated
understanding of the technical aspects of taking emissions files in the NIF
2.0 format and operating on these data in an efficient manner to develop air
quality model ready input files". We request clarification on the use of NIF
files. Does EPA want emissions models to directly read and use NIF 2.0 data?

Answer: The EPA does not require emissions models to directly read and use NIF
2.0 data. The EPA is requesting that the Contractor be familiar with the data
format and usage in the NIF 2.0 form and have the ability to convert these
data from the NIF into the various formats which various emissions models can
use.

3. Question: Page 1-4; Emissions Inventory Processing Tool Development:
"Contractor shall revise and/or develop emissions inventory processing tools."
For the tool described as "Methods to estimate past, current and future
emission control technologies", we request clarification as to why there is a
need to "estimate" past emissions control technologies given that the
historical control technologies and their efficacy should be known.

Answer: The EPA often times requires "truing up" of strategies and reductions
that come about because of regulations promulgated in the CAAA. When methods,
emission factors, emission activity, or control technology application becomes
better understood due to additional studies or information, it is sometimes
necessary to revise historical emission estimates or reduction assumptions to
account for this information. A recent example is the need to revise pre-1996
highway mobile emission inventories due to the discovery of the "diesel defeat
device."

4. Question: Page 1-5, The contractor shall develop software that may
include “Quality Assurance software to evaluate data submittals”.

a) What type of data submittals? Inventory data? Output data from emissions
model?

Answer: Data submittals refers primarily to emissions inventory inputs, but
can also include the temporal, spatial, or speciation profiles and SCC
associations, growth and control factors, reactivities and other chemical and
physical characteristics of the inventory pollutants. It may also include
other ancillary data which may be necessary to simulate annual or episodic
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emissions modeling scenarios.
b) What agencies/organizations will be involved with the type of data
submittals EPA has in mind?
Answer: Regional, State, local, or Tribal environmental agencies, Regional
Planning Organizations, other contractors, other EPA offices and divisions,

and private and public commentors submitting inventory and modeling related
revisions under comment periods or public hearings.
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